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There is no doubt that ours brains are
flexible, i.e. can be moulded according to
humankind’s socio-cultural activities,
and much has been written on this.
Various tools already allow these
processes to be analysed, from the simple
study of patient conduct, to the actual
images obtained through magnetic
resonance imaging, the sophistication of
the measurements of changes in
electrical activity during electroencepha-
lography, or the insertion of intracranial
electrodes.

However, it is no less certain that, lately,
the concept of cerebral flexibility has
been harmed by the coverage of a series
of false proposals, one of which, for
example, is the infinite capacity of the
brain. On the basis of conversations held
between the journalist Gareth Cook and
neuroscientist Stanislas Dehaene (Mind
& Brain, 47) about his latest research in
this field, it may be concluded that there
are some restrictions that limit the
brain’'s capacity. From a structural
anthropological focus, this means that
beneath the apparent cultural diversity
there lie some common basic structures.

For example, the neurologist Mark
Changizi proved that all writing systems
share certain basic forms; those associated
with natural forms and for which
recognition is possible thanks to our
cerebral configuration are the evidence of
natural abilities, the pre-configured
structures of which adapt or “recycle” in
accordance with cultural necessities,
evolving during the learning process with
the least possible changes to the cerebral
circuits, and implying that learning one
skill supposes “unlearning” another.

Therefore, for example, optimising reading
requires reading in parallel and at a high
speed, which means minimizing our
“specular vision”, in contrast to dyslexics
who have this capacity to detect more
advanced symmetries, reading sequen-
tially, but who at the same time have
difficulties in visually recognizing the shape
of letters, spatial organisation and a
disorganisation in the phonological system
(slow to or incapable of visually correlating
the letter with its sound).



The visual area for word forms is
located in the lower part of the
brain’s left hemisphere. This is a
specific zone for written characters
that belongs to a large area in
unvarying visual recognition; this is,
as for human faces and objects such
as scenes. There is also an area for
the recognition of small visual natural
forms, which is also present in
primates, which would deal with
shapes found in nature, such as, for
example, those resulting from the
configuration of tree branches and
which can link to letter forms, like the
letter “Y”, which is easily identified by
primates.
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The human brain is naturally formed to decipher one letter from
another. It is in this way that we read, and as soon as we reach a
certain fluency in this, we read in parallel and not sequentially. We
rapidly break down the letters of each word in parallel, creating the
illusion that we are reading the whole word, something that is unreal
since our visual recognition system for letters does not detect the overall
outline of words, but rather does so grapheme by grapheme.
Consequently, according to Dehaene, our brain would adjust better to
an educational reading method that is analytical rather than holistic
(learning by words and phrases).

ICG N°11-2011

www.grafoanalisis.com



"'-'

Universitat Autonoma de Barcelona

MASTER’S DEGREE IN EUROPEAN GRAPHOANALYSIS

January, 2012: the third edition

This professional master’s programme (1750 hours 70 credits ECTS)
is made up of three postgraduate degrees, all consisting of

-Psychological Analysis of Handwriting, Graphoanalysis, Graphopathology and
Graphic Projective Tests (750 hours 30 credits ECTS)

-Graphopsychology in Domestic and Professional Settings (750 hours 30 credits
ECTS)

-Forensic Handwriting Analysis, Graphistics, Document Examination and Forensic
Sociolinguistics. (750 hours 30 credits ECTS)

* x %

2008-2009, studies in graphology at the Universitat Autobnoma de Barcelona will conform
to the Bologna agreement and will now offer ECTS credits (European Credit Transfer
System), thus complying with the new European university-studies framework.

The heads of the programme are Francisco Vifials Carrera, Mariluz Puente Balsells and
Jose Llobet Aguado. The courses will be taught by an outstanding team of academics and
professionals, including experts from Spanish public-security forces and from medical and
educational institutions
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MASTER EUROPEEN EN ANALYSE GRAPHOLOGIQUE

Janvier 2012 : la troisieme édition

Ce Master professionnel (70 crédits ECTS : 1750 heures)
propose trois diplomes :

-Expertise en graphopsychologie, analyse graphologique,
graphopathologie et tests projectifs graphiques (30 crédits ECTS :
750 heures)

-Graphopsychologue en conseil familial et professionnel (30 ECTS
crédits : 750 heures)

-Expert en écriture, graphistique, documentoscopie et
sociolinguistique |égale (30 crédits ECTS : 750 heures)
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2008-2009, les études de graphologie de l'université publique qu’est I'Université autonome de
Barcelone respectent les accords de Bologne et sont devenues un Master avec des crédits ECTS
(European Credit Transfer System), s'intégrant ainsi au nouveau cadre d'études universitaires
européennes.

Les directeurs du Master sont : Francisco Vifials Carrera, Mariluz Puente Balsells et Jose Llobet
Aguado, accompagnés d'une équipe de professeurs aux parcours universitaire et professionnel
remarquables, parmi lesquels figurent des médecins issus des forces et corps de sécurité de I'Etat,
d’institutions médicales et éducatives
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